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formidable as it always was, recalled, even when most
unanswerable at the moment, the application of pure
mathematics without allowance for the actual forces,
often difficult to ascertain except by experiment, which
would have to be taken account of in practice.

The tendency of this section of able men was
unquestionably Rornewards, almost from the begin-
ning of their connexion with the movement. Both
the theory and the actual system of Rome, so far as
they understood it, had attractions for them which
nothing else had. But with whatever perplexity and
perhaps impatience, Mr. Newman's power held them
back. He kept before their minds continually those
difficulties of fact which stood in the way of their
absolute and peremptory conclusions, and of which
they were not much inclined to take account lie
insisted on those features, neither few nor unimportant
nor hard to see, which proved the continuity of the
English Church with the Church Universal. Sharing
their sense of anomaly in the Anglican theory and
position, he pointed out with his own force and insight
that anomaly was not in England only, but everywhere.
There was much to regret, there was much to improve,
there were many unwelcome and dangerous truths,
invidiosi ?w/, to be told and defended at any cost.
But patience, as well as honesty and courage, was a
Christian virtue; and they who had received their
Christianity at the hands of the English Church had
duties towards it from which neither dissatisfaction
nor the idea of something better could absolve them.